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GREATER FALL RIVER VOCATIONAL SCHOOL DISTRICT COMMITTEE 

MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING 

251 STONEHAVEN ROAD, FALL RIVER, MA 

AUDITORIUM 

MARCH 14, 2019 

 

 The regular meeting of the Greater Fall River Vocational School District Committee 

meeting was called to order at 7:07 p.m. by Chairman Paul Jennings, with the following persons 

in attendance: Fr. Jay Mello and Joan Menard of Fall River, Donald DiBiasio of Somerset and 

Jeffrey Begin of Swansea. Absent was Renee Howayeck of Fall River. Also, in attendance were 

Thomas F. Aubin, Superintendent-Director, Elvio Ferreira, Assistant Superintendent/Principal, 

Deborah Kenney, Business Manager and Atty. Gregory Brilhante, Legal Counsel.  

 Mr. Jennings called for the roll call. 

Mr. Jennings made the following announcement: In accordance with Massachusetts 

General Law, Chapter 30A, Section 20(f), any member of the public may make an audio or video 

recording of this public meeting.  A member of the public who wishes to record a meeting must 

first notify the chair and must comply with reasonable requirements regarding audio or video 

equipment established by the chair so as not to interfere with the meeting.  

 

Mr. Jennings led the Pledge of Allegiance.  

 

 It was moved by Mr. DiBiasio, seconded by Mr. Begin, and voted unanimously to dispense 

with the reading of the February 13, 2019 minutes and approve them, as recorded. 

 

 It was moved by Mr. DiBiasio, seconded by Ms. Menard, and voted unanimously to 

dispense with the reading of the March 1, 2019 minutes and approve them, as recorded. 

 

Ben Ramos, student representative, provided a report on the Cheerleaders championship, 

DECA, Debate Team, AP Courses, 60 Diman students won medals at SkillsUSA, sports, and the 

$35,000 grant to the Automotive Technology from the state of Massachusetts.   

 

There was no public input. 

 

Mr. Aubin provided an overview of the 2018 annual report. 

 

It was moved by Mr. DiBiaiso, seconded by Mr. Begin and voted unanimously to approve 

the 2017-18 annual report, as presented. 

 

Agenda item 2.2 “Superintendent Replacement/Selection/Approval of Contract” was not 

discussed. 

 

It was moved by Mr. DiBiasio, seconded by Ms. Menard, and voted unanimously to 

appoint David Fazzina as a business/industry member of the Machine Tool Technology Program 

for a term of three years. 
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It was moved by Mr. DiBiasio, seconded by Ms. Menard, and voted unanimously to 

approve the request from the Diman Parent Advisory Council to hold a yard sale/car wash to 

benefit the PAC Scholarship Fund. It will be held on April 13, 2019 from 9:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. 

(set up April 12, 2019 – 3:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.). It is requested that this fee be waived. 

 

It was moved by Mr. DiBiasio, seconded by Mr. Begin, and voted unanimously to approve 

the request from Gotta Dance Studio for use of the auditorium and classroom on June 14 & 15, 

2019 for a dance rehearsal and performance.  

 

 June 14, 2019 - Rehearsal ($625 auditorium) 

 June 15, 2019 - Recital ($1,250 auditorium; $350 classroom) 

   (Custodial fee - $337.50) 

   (Security fee - $474.30) 

 

It was moved by Mr. DiBiasio, seconded by Ms. Menard, and voted unanimously to 

approve the request from the Greater Fall River Interagency Transition Team to hold a “Meet Your 

Adult Agencies” meeting on May 2, 2019 from 6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. in the library. It is requested 

that this fee be waived. 

 

It was moved by Mr. DiBiasio, seconded by Ms. Menard, and voted unanimously to accept 

the donation from the Bengal Education Foundation of $14,300 for the purchase of 55 

Chromebooks with school licenses. 

 

It was moved by Mr. DiBiasio, seconded by Ms. Menard, and voted unanimously to accept 

the donation of a radio detector C.A.T. 4 (estimated value $1,100) to the construction cluster 

programs from Eastcom Associates. 

 

It was moved by Mr. DiBiasio, seconded by Fr. Jay, and voted unanimously to approve the 

following expenditures: CDW - 300 ViewSonic notebook privacy filter (MCAS) - $8,505; Fisher 

Bus Co.- Prom Buses - $7,200;Naviance - College software - $6,060; Dexis - Kavo/Kerr Service 

for four digital sensor service contract - $5,253; International Career Development Conference-

April 26, 2019-May 1, 2019 - Registration -$2,208; Hotel - $6,600; Airfare and Bus (FL) - $9,100; 

Meals -    $3,500. - $21,408. 

 

Mr. Miller provided a report on the 2018 student shop placement report. She reported that 

371 freshman completed the exploratory program. Medical Assisting was a new program. Once 

all student were placed, 78% entered their first choice compared to 65% last year and 95% entered 

one of their first three choices compared to 88% last year. The students who earned the highest 

number of placement points were 1st Jacob Furtado of Fall River placed in Electricity, 2nd Logan 

Sandbichler of Somerset placed into HVAC and tied for 3rd was Alyssa Medeiros of Fall River 

placed into Health Assisting and Donovan Melo of Westport placed into HVAC. 

 

Mr. DiBiasio asked if any students left because they did not receive their shop choice. Ms. 

Miller reported that four students left, but none were related to their shop choice. 

 



3 
 

Mrs. Torres provided a report on the 2018-19 housebuilding project. Mr. DiBiasio 

explained the votes that were taken in the Housebuilding/Facilities Sub-Committee meeting – 

hiring of design services for the foyer security vestibule ($12,500) and the medical assisting room 

renovation (est. cost $100,000). 

 

It was moved by Ms. Menard, seconded by Fr. Jay and voted unanimously to hire the design 

services (Drummy Rosane Anderson, Inc.) in the amount of $12,500 for the foyer security 

vestibule. 

 

Mr. DiBiasio reported that the Massachusetts School Building Authority (MSBA) has 

questions about the proposed enrollment numbers. He stated that the School Committee has never 

voted on the 1,800 students’ number. Mr. Aubin further explained that the enrollment projections 

were submitted in October and there was a meeting at the MSBA in November. The MSBA made 

it clear at that meeting that 1,800 is a high enrollment number. The District has presented to the 

Somerset Selectmen in June 2018, Swansea Selectmen in July 2018 and the Fall River City 

Council in July 2018. The District also presented to members of the communities at the school. He 

reported that an independent study was also performed and that the numbers were based on birth 

projections in the community. Since 2002, the school population has had a significant increase.  

 

The District received 800 application last year and a little over 700 this year. Mr. DiBiasio 

asked of the current freshmen initial applications, how many excessive applications were there. 

Ms. Miller stated that she will get that information. Fr. Jay questioned if the District is turning 

away students because we do not have the space, Mr. Aubin confirmed that is correct. Mr. DiBiasio 

requested that before anything is submitted to the MSBA, that he and Attorney Howayeck look at 

the materials before sending it to the MSBA. Mr. Begin explained that perhaps some shops can 

lose students and can be added to other shops. Mr. Aubin read aloud from the NESDEC 

independent study. Mr. Begin further explained the difficulty that the District may have with the 

communities accepting the increase in enrollment. The enrollment numbers and explanation for 

the numbers will be revised and sent to the MSBA. Mr. Aubin explained that the District has signed 

a 30-day extension letter for the Eligibility Period.  

 

Mrs. Kenney explained that that there was a comparison done with other LPN programs in 

the area. The proposed rate increases for the LPN Program are as follows: in district – remains at 

$11,100, out of district from $17,700 to $18,000, and out of state $19,100 to $19,400. 

 

It was moved by Mr. DiBiasio, seconded by Mr. Begin, and voted unanimously to approve 

the LPN rate increases as follows: in district – remain at $11,100, out of district from $17,700 to 

$18,000, and out of state $19,100 to $19,400. 

 

Mrs. Kenney provided the monthly financial report. 

 

Mr. Aubin provided the superintendent’s report. The District has received the five-year 

reaccreditation letter from the NEASC with warning for Standard 10 (Facilities). The 

recommendations are being completed.  The Council on Occupational Education has reaccredit 

the LPN Program. The Massachusetts Skills Capital Grant has been submitted – the programs 

include Medical Assisting, Health Assisting (Microsoft Hololens), Dental Assisting, Advanced 
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Manufacturing (robotic welding). The District is working on a curriculum modification with the 

hope of partnering with Case Western in Cleveland. He also provided a New York Times article 

“The Digital Gap Between Rich and Poor Kids is not what we Excepted”. 

 

The next meeting will be held on March 27th or 28th. Mr. Aubin invited members to attend 

the Co-Op Job Fair on April 2nd and the Massachusetts OVS Banquet on April 11th.  

 

It was moved by Mr. DiBiasio, seconded by Ms. Menard, and voted unanimously on a roll 

call at 6:21 p.m. to enter into Executive Session for the following: Pursuant to M.G.L. c. 30A, 

§21(a), paragraph 2, to conduct strategy sessions in preparation for negotiations with nonunion 

personnel or to conduct collective bargaining sessions or contract negotiations with nonunion 

personnel: Elvio Ferreira – Assistant Superintendent/Principal and/or Superintendent-Director 

Negotiations; Pursuant to M.G.L. c. 30A, §21(a), paragraph 3, to discuss strategy with respect to 

collective bargaining or litigation if an open meeting may have a detrimental effect on the 

bargaining or litigating position of the public body and the chair so declares: Thomas F. Aubin, et 

al vs. Greater Fall River Vocational School District, et al  Mr. Jennings, Mr. Begin, Mr. DiBiasio, 

Ms. Menard and Fr. Mello voting yes.  

 

It was moved by Mr. DiBiasio, seconded by Fr. Jay, and voted unanimously on a roll call 

at 7:04 p.m. to rise into Open Session. 

 

 It was moved by Mr. DiBiasio, seconded by Fr. Jay, and voted unanimously to adjourn at 

7:06 p.m. 

 

      Respectfully submitted, 

 

      Lucy Thompsen 

 

      Lucy Thompsen 

 

Materials Included: February 13, 2019 Minutes 

   March 1, 2019 Minutes 

   2018 Grade 9 Exploratory Report 

   MSBA Revised Enrollment Numbers/Supporting Documentation 

   NESDEC 2017-18 Enrollment Projects 

   Monthly Financial Report 

   NEAS&C Reaccreditation Letter 

   FY20 Massachusetts Skills Capital Grant Program Application 

   Council on Occupational Education Reaccreditation Letter 

New York Times Article – “The Digital Gap Between Rich and Poor Kids 

is not what we Expected” 

    


